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NORTHERN HERO; 


MINUTELY AND IMPARTIALLY DELINEATED IN | 

Tun LIFE or MAJOR S LE, 

alias HARROLD, KENNEDY, &. 
THE CELEBRATED SWINDLER: 


0 EXHIBITING HIS 


SurPRISING ADVENTURES, || AMoROUs INTRICUES, | 
Curious Devices, {|| UnreArRALLEL'D HYPOCRISY „ k 
REMARKABLE Es carEs, INTERNAL FRAups, and 4 
Dzzy-LaiD PROJECTS, I ViLLAiNOuUs ExyeLOITS, j 
From the Period of his Infancy to the preſent Year, 25 f 


1786. 
INTERSPERSED WITH 


N UMEROUS IN TERESTING ANECDOTE Q 
OF- HIS 


FRAUDULENT ASSOCIATES in the METROPOEIS. 


* 


Neceſſary to be duly attended to by the Public at large, but 

_ eſpecially the Youth of both Sexes, as well as Merchants, 
| Tradeſmen, &c. who wiſh to be guarded againſt the wily 
Ways of Swindlers and Sharpers, who ſwarm in London. 


* 
Ch 


« An Hypocrite with his Mouth deftroyeth his Neighbour ; but 
60 ate e —— Hon the Juſt be delivered. SOLOMON, 


THE FO URTH EDITION. 
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NORTHERN HERO. 


; CHAPTERS L 


(1d John S, the Covenanter, the great Profe- 
nitor of our Hero. The Major's Birth —Religitn, 
Education, and Progrefs at School in Learning e 
diſcovers a Propenſity for Pilſering.—I1!s Aunt 

deemed a Witch. — He enters the Service of a quack 

Dodlor, exhibits, and proceeds to London. —Learns to 

mix Medicines, cheats his Maſter and Cuſtomers 3 

hromiſing fair to be @ bright Genius as ſoon as his 
Years Wil eee pernat. 


TE writer of che following authentic narrative, 
being ſolely guided by truth, will not attempt to 
bewilder the reader in the field of ſiction, or the 
regions of fancy. Though the numerous adven- 
tures and incidents are eta they are not 
only probable but poſitive facts; well authenticated 
by. perſons who can have no intereſt to deccive, 
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and collected from thoſe who are far removed above 


mean and mercenary motives. 

Our hero was born in a little town not for diſ- 
tant from the capital of Scotland, and deſcended 
from a celebrated field-preacher of the laſt centu- 
ry; the incidents of whoſe fe, however remark- 
able, cannot properly be introduced in this place *. 


* The hiſtorian of this divine aſſures us, that he ,uſed to 
act a kind of ſacred drama in the pulpit, like the old monks 


of the Romiſh church. He would inform his congregation, 


chat he had ſeen the Devil juſt before he mounted the pulpit, 
and that he was lying in wait to catch ſome of them that 


morning. He would then deſcend, retire to the veſtry, mount 
the roſtrum again, and tell them that he had been waging 


war with the old one, and had overcome him. After this he 
is repreſented as thus addreſſing his zuditory, acting and imi- 
tating in his uſual manner all the While: 


& In the day of judgement the Lord will 3 you 


« and I go up to the gate and knock - Who is there lt is 
C6 poor old Johnny Se, Lord. — Is it John P- How is 
all with you, John P- Walk in, Sir. Who have you got 
&« along with you, John ?—A parcel of poor old bonnetted- 


« men, Lord !—Bonnetted-men, Maſter John! What is be- 


c come of all your great men at the helm in Scotland? 
„ Would not Charles come along with your goodly compa- 
% ny? Where are the great men with their fine hats, and the 
© bra ladies with their high heads, John?—1 invited them, 
Lord, but they would not come Not come! Very well, 
« John; walk in, take your ſeat, fir, and the place prepared 


e for yon and theſe people, from all eternity: and let your 
Kings, biſhops, malignants, fine hats, and towering heads, 


go to h and be d 1“ ide Walker's Life of John 
8e; the Scotch Preſbyterian Eloquener, = 


T1] 


Suffice it to ſay, that the old reverend cove- 


nanter was eſteemed a prophet by the people of his 


day, an inveterate enemy to the Whore of Baby- 


lon, all biſhops, and particularly King Charles the 


Second; whoſe coronation he Jeutored, and whoſe 


death he anticipated. 
The family of ile continued in the cove- 


nanting and Cameronjan line till the days of the 


Seceders *; when the father of our hero married 


one of that party, who left the kirk becauſe ſne 


would not ſubmit to ſit on the ſtool of repentance, 
for bringing. her boy into the world a few months 
ſooner than what the miniſter and elders thought 


Was lawful and right. 

Our hero early imbibed the Calviniſtical doc- 
trines, and received predeſtination with his mother's 
milk, and was taught to talk of election and repro- 
bation as ſoon as he could uſe his tongue. The 


mother dying, Mr. S—le married a lady of a 
low family, but a high- flown Sandimonian +: who 
entertaining an ungenerous diſguſt to the boy, oc- 
caſioned his removal from the houſe, to a rural 


* Diſſenters from the eftabliſhed church of that country, 


+ Theſe people are called Glaſſites, but more frequently 
Sandimonians, from following the tenets and principles of 


Sandimon; who, pretending to revive primitive Chriſtianity, 
permits the laity to diſpenſe the word and facraments, and 
Has introduced, ſeveral odd opinions, differing from all the 
churches | in Chriſtendom, not here worth mentioning. 
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L 41] 
village i in the South, to reſide with his father's fiſt- 
er, a half-witted crazy old creature, who pretend- 
ed to ſoothſaying, and gained the reputation in 
thoſe parts of being a witch. | 
Our youth, thus ſituated in Berwickſhire, was 
Tent to a public ſchool in the neighbourhood, where 
he ſoon diſplayed a cunning, which ſurpriſed not 
| only his ſchool-fellows but his maſter. However, 
: he grew an apt diſciple, learned to read with much 
. facility, and could write and caſt accounts to the "i 
ſurpriſe of all who knew him, beſore he was turn- 7 
ed of ten years. 1 5 
f Several of the boys at ſchool were dull and 
13 | backward in their learning, and from ſuch he fre- 
* quently obtained victuals and halfpence for the per- 
: ormance of their taſks. He diſcovered that his | 
. maſter took all his arithmetic-from Hill, and our 3 
| Hero was never eaſy till he found means to borrow 
| done of theſe books from a neighbouring gentle- J 
man, who frequently admitted him to his houſe till 1 
he miſſed fo many things, that he was about to * 
N | blame the reputed augur his aunt, who knew no- 
| thing of the boy's roguiſh pranks, when he happen- b 
ed to detect him taking money from a drawer inn 
the library. Nh 1 
By the above book he grew famous to: a proverb * 
at {chool. No problem could be propoſed, nor 4 
\ queſtion propounded, by the maſter, without ſoon I 
meeting a ſolution from his little ſcholar, by the _ 
alſiſtance of the author from whom they were ta- I 
ken. 
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ken. This was done with the utmoſt ſecreſy, and 
all the boys, as well as our artful pupil, quickly 
grew apparent proficients in a [cience which they 


knew very little of. 3 


But the deteQion of bis temporary patron, the 
ſquire, injured his character, and nobody would 
truſt him to enter a houſe in the vicinity if poſſible 


to prevent it. It likewiſe raiſed the rage of the 


ſchoolmaſter againſt his aunt, whom he conſidered 
as the immediate cauſe of his little villanies, as well 
as the ſubtile helper in arithmetical exerciſes. A 


young ſtudent, who had for a few weeks retired 
from college, and who had not yet got rid of his 
ſuperſtitious notions relative to witches and fami- 


liar ſpirits, one morning being out a-hunting, ſhot 


at what he thought was a hare, but it proved an 
old grey cat, which he was pleaſed to pronounce, | 


in the hearing of certain ruſtic people, the identi— 


cal ſorcereſs who lived at the village. The cat be- 
ing ſhot in the ear, theſe filly folks ran to ſee the 


poor woman, whom they ſoon perſuaded to believe 
that ſhe had been out the ſame morning in the field, 


and had received the contents of the ſtudent's gun . 


in her ear. 


From this moment the poor credulous wretch 
fancied that ſhe was actually what the people dread- 
ec, and confeſſed things that ſhe had no more hand 


in than the great Mogul. Ever after, when a cow 


chanced to caſt her calf, or the ewes ran away from 


cheir milking; when a mare miſlcd her foal, or 
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fair maid was caught tripping on the green with her 
ſweetheart, all the blame was laid upon the aunt of 


our hero, who about this time left ſchool, and be- 
came the Tumbler to a mountebank quack doctor, 


who exhibited then in the adjacent market- town. 
In this department our youth had ample oppor- 
tunity to diſcover his dexterity, and gave apt inti- 


mations of a riſing genius. His maſter being an 
Engliſhman, the boy acquired the ſouthern accent, 
and before he had been Jong in the line of recom- 


mending the dottor's noſtrums, he received a de- 
gree of impudence and effrontery which was never 
after to be laid aſide. The ſon of Hippocrates ha- 


ving drained the town of all the ready caſh that the 
credulous could pare, for purging pills, oriental 


cordials, and the reſt of his medicines, proceeded 


towards the ſouth, taking aur hero in his train with- 
out coniulting his relations, exhibiting all the way 


on the weſtern road, through Cumberland, Weſt. 


moreland, Lancaſhire, and ſo on to London. 
His maſter kept a ſhop on L-—te-hill, and fo 
_ early in life as fourteen years, employed this boy 


ta vend his medicines to the numerous deluded 


patients, whom his bills brought daily to claim his 
| aſſiſtance. 


Our youthful doctor, at this period, was _often 


diſpatched to places of public reſort, to give away 


theſe bills, or paſte them up, and ſometimes for the 


purpoſe of pulling down thoſe of other famous 
doktors. By theſe peregrinations he grew intimate 


with 
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with the town, and ſometimes fell into the compa- 
ny of certain geniuſes, who put him into a way of 
mixing medicines as well, and to anſwer the ſame 


purpoſe of injuring the health of the credulous pa- 
tient, as thoſe of his maſter; which manceuvre 
proved the means of his accumulating a confider- 
able ſum in the courſe of the firſt winter, which he 
pretended to have received from Scotland. 


All the while our youth diſcovered a violent pre- 


dileQtion for religion, aſſociating himſelf with the 
Seceders in the city, pretending to great ſobriety 
and ſandtity at his maſter's, and behaving with much 
mock humility to all the cuſtomers, whoſe com- 
plaints he affefted to commiſerate, when he was | 


adminiſtering his various mixtures inſlead of thoſe | 
| « the dottor, 
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CHAPTER It. 


. le Doftor' s Tricks expoſed. —Our Hero returns with, 
bas Maſter to Scotland, meets Succeſs by the way.—. 


Obtains money of his Father's creditors, by falſe pre- 
tences.Conlinues his vile Hypocriſy. Robs his Fa- 
ther al Prayer. Ihe ſucceſs of the Doclor in the 
Morin. The Arufi ices of his Pupil. — He makes 
farewd Remarks in tus Travels.—Returns to Lon- 
don, ag. the Empiric 40 carry on us B gh 


alone. 


W HAT was once fat of a Prophet, may as, 


well be applicd to a doctor; for no ſcientific man, 
is without honour, ſave in his own country.—In- 
Geed a quack 1 in the metropolis may juſtly be ac- 


counted a fwindler, for he picks the pockets of 


his cuſtomers, by vending a noſtrum, which at the 
beſt can do them no ſervice. "Theſe geniuſes are 


perpetually playing upon the ſimplicity of the un- | 


wary, who are ſtrangers to their nefarious prac- 


tic CS. 


The maſter of our hero proved one of the moſt 
arrant-empirics in the world. He had been abroad 


in the Eaſt-Indies as a common ſoldier, and on 


his return, when the crimping and kidnapping bu- 


ſineſs failed him, ſet up for a dodor; pretending 
to have acquired his knowledge of phy ſic from an 
Indian 
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Indian Bramin, and had the audacity even to forge 


the king's letters patent, for vending a kind of 


vegetable cordial, compoſed of a few ſimples gather- 


ed from Kennington Common, inſtead of the hills 


of incenſe in Arabia Felix. 
Young Maſter S——le was. ſoon initiated i in all 


the myſteries of his -monrous maſter. At the 
firſt, as has been oblerved, our novice in phyſic 


was principally employed in carrying out, or paſt- 
ing up bills, and often attending his teacher to pull 
down the poſted advertiſements of the other doc- 
tors. But quickly acquiring all the ſcience that 
the ſoldier could communicate, he had in view 


one day to ſet up for himſelf. 


Firſt, however, he reſolved to remain in pri- 
vate partnerſhip, till he had ſeen a little more of 
the town, and once again travelled over the coun- 


try with his quack maſter, who, as the Hibernian 
ſaid, was always moſt at home when he was ſome 
hundreds of miles from his own houſe. The 


doctor returned to his northern tour, as ſoon as 
the vernal ſeaſon returned, and purſued his way 
through Yorkſhire to Edinburgh, for the ſake of 
variety, and to ſhew our hero the different towns 
at which he exhibited. 

Through the boy's addreſs and dexterity, his 
maſter met with uncommon ſucceſs at every place 
where they halted for any conſiderable time.— 
Our youthful genius carried privately with him 
certain eſſences, powders, pills, and tinctures, 

| which 


1 wo ] 


which turned out to good account; for whilſt the 


doctor himſelf was making up medicines to re- 


move all the maladies incident to humanity, our 
little empiric, like the magicians of Egypt, did fo 
alſo by his enchantments, and actually brought as 


many plagues upon the people as his maſter. 
The artful rogue had the cunning to keep, as 


well as get much money; for in the courſe of their 
Journey, which laſted near three months, and 


brought on the pleaſant days of ſummer, he had 
realized no leſs than fifteen guineas, which he ad- 
ded to his already conſiderable ſtock. 

The love of money is ſaid to be the root of all 


evil. It certainly proved inſatuating to our youth. 
He had not been long in Edinburgh before he paid 
his father a viſit at Fiſher- row, in the vicinity.— 
Finding him much improved in his circumſtances, 
he found means to inform himſelf where his pro- 
perty in caſh chiefly lay, and reſolved to finger a 


little of it, as the firſt-born of his family, and his 
undoubted heir apparent. 
It happened that the father, at this dns Was 


engaged in the celebration of a moſt folemn ordi- 
"nance; and our youth, though yet very e, ly in 
life, expreſſed an ardent deſire of communicating 
at the ſacrament. On the day previous to the ſo- 


lemnity, our hero appeared in the very paroxyſm 


of piety, and went round with his father aftcr ſer- 
vice to viht ſeveral ſriends in the villages.” Theſe 


people beheld our you the next day in the ſo- 
lemn 
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leam devotion, and entertained the gueſt opini- 


on of his ſincerity. 


The next day he paid the ſame people a viſit by 


himſelf, carrying ſeveral bills in the name of his 

father for payment. They were not a little ſur- 
priſed at fo ſudden a demand, but had no ſuſpicion 
of fraud or forgery in the religious boy. Of one 
he obtained ten pounds ſterling; of another fifteen, 


and five of a third; the reſt, with one conſent, all 
made excuſes; informing him that they would call 
within a few days upon his father. 

At theſe ſeveral houſes, he would not eat a mor- 


ſel of bread and butter, or drink a draught of 
milk or whey, without taking off his hat, and ſo- 


lemnly craving bleſſing before, and returning 


thanks after the refreſhment. This was not all, 


for, the ſame evening, he found means to {lip gold 


and ſilver, to the amount of four guineas, from a 
drawer in the room where the family ſupped, whilſt 
the candle was unlighted, and his father was em- 


played in prayer, in the manner pratticed in that 
country; after which our hopeful hero alſo per- 
formed a part in the devotion, and appeared to 


pray with fervour and uncommon zeal. 


Solomon obſerves, that Whoſo robs his 8 
* or his mother, and fays it is no tranſgreſſion, is a 


companion of a deſtroyer.“ However dangerous 


the tendency of this practice may be, we fear it is 
but too common in this metropolis, where more 
A is afforded the unprineipled youths, 


and 


and where many temptations urge them on. But 
let ſuch conſider, that their actions are not unob- 
ſerved by nix, whoſe eye is brighter than ten 
thouſand funs. Theſe [tle deviations from the 


paths of virtue lead on the heedleſs offender to 


greater lengths. It is but ſeldom the ſinner. ever 
has power to recede when-once his mind is fet on 


evil; and though miſery and deſtruction as natu- 


rally attend fin as the ſhadow follows the opaque 
body by which it is made, yet, becauſe ſentence 


againſt the incorrigible is not ſpeedily carried into 
execution, they cerlevers in their praftices, "UE: 


ruin enſues, and ſhame, the promotion of tools, 


ſuddenly overtakes them. 
The dottor, ſoon after, proceeded with his pu- 


pil to the north fide of the Forth; previous to 


which our hero took leave of his father with all 
the tokens of filial affettion; and pleading poverty, 
obtained an handfome preſent, without the leaſt 


diſcovery or ſuſpicion of his fraud. 
- The favourable reception and good ſucceſs 


wich they met in Fifeſhire, ſurpaſſed the doQtor's 


moſt fanguine expectation. Here medical quacks 


find the people curious and credulous to a pro- 
verb; and was even the beaſt of Balaam to appear 


in thoſe parts, and repeat his ſpeech from an ele- 


vated ſtage, he would meet admirers. The hearts 
and hands of the deluded patients were open, and 


long as their little money laked, they ſupported 
the 
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B the ſtage of the doctor, and che tumbling of his 
YT pupil. 

©. At the town of Cupar, an old gentlewoman was 
= preſented a liquid, to cure her dreadful dropſy 
* without tapping. The ſame mixture was ſold to a 
man to remove his frightful dreams, and bilious 
complaint. The fume; which in fatt was compo- 
ſed of nothing leſs or more, than the juice of ju- 
niper and bitters of broomſeed, was offered to all 
indiſcriminately, as the moſt ſucceſsful remedy 
within the province of the Materia Medica. In 
ſhort, our quack a&cd the part of the doctor in 
Foote's Devil on Two Sticks; when, without re- 
gard to complaints, he ordered his man to bleed 
the north ward of the hoſpital, and purge the 
ſouth; and, the next day, vice verſa, to purge the 
north, and bleed the ſouth wards. _ 

4 Young 8 le was not a whit behind his maſ- 
ter in ſagacity and ſcience. He ſold his OWN me- 
dicines, made up like the doctor's, at a cheaper 
"3 rate, as he loved his native land, and was willing 
to favour his countrymen with the means of health 
for leſs money—all under the maſk of religion—al- 
though he was a tumbler, and little better than a 

© | Juggler into the bargain. | 

RF After having paſſed on to the north, as far as 
the doctor odd command ſucceſs, they returned, 
5 before the ſummer was over, to the fouth of Scot- 
3 land, without exhibiting at the capital. f 
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In the courſe of theſe travels, our riſing geniits 
did not fail to make ſhrewd obſervations on the 
manners of the people, and the ſituation of their 


reſidence, ſo far as he thought would turn out to 
his future advantage, when he intended to carry 


his meditated projetts into execution. He kept 
very accurately a common: place book, in which 
he arranged alphabetically the names of the moſt 


eminent inhabitants of towns, rich farmers and 


graziers in the villages, and even the moſt noted 


gentlemen of the event counties, famous for 8 
fox-hunting or gaming. 


In his diary were interſperſed general liſts of the 


moſt celebrated beauties of cities, towns, and ru- 
ral ſeats, with their ſeveral connections, as far as 
he could gain intelligence in his travels, during 
his reſidence in the ſeveral places. Theſe remarks 


were not confined to his own native country, but 


made in all the counties through which they paf- 
ſed in England; and their excurſion, before the 
commencement of winter, was extended to the 
weſt, and even to Wales, 


Nor vas our young traveller leſs curious in his 


; remarks on the face of the country itſelf. He 
drew deſcriptions of the ſeveral landſcapes, and 
made the moſt minute obſervations on places which 
plealed him, and afforded a ine proſpett of reap 
ing advantage. 


4 


At laſt the ſhort days, and the deſcending rains 


of winter, warned the quack to return to his head- 


quar- 
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quarters in London. He had all along the ſum- 
mer conſidered his pupil as a companion, and ne- 


ver treated him as a ſervant, but on the ſtage, 


when he obliged him to perform his tricks in 


tumbling. Indeed the lad was grown quite an 
adept in buſineſs, and yielded general ſatisfaction 
wherever he exhibited. He uſually dined and 


ſupped with his maſter, appeared as genteel, and 
could ſpeak with a better accent and addreſs. In 


ſhort, our Caledonian hero, when he propoſed to 
ſet up maſter for himſelf, which was ſoon after his 


arrival in the metropolis, wanted nothing but the 


laſt finiſh of a capital teacher to make him a tho- 
rough proficient in quackery, and the myſteries of 


modern'empiriciſm—or ſcientiſical ſuindling. 


The doctor himſelf, during the winter, ſome- 
times turned his mind to che branch of thriving 


buſineſs, which he had hitherto kept from his boy's 
knowledge, as he imagined. But it happened aur 


hero was intimate with all his connections, both in 
London and the country, and was acquainted 


with his ſeveral agents and accomplices in the 
* fraudulent line. Asthele are ſtill living characters, 
we can only allude diſtantly to their actions, in 


the courſe of the future part of our narrative, and 
no farther than un e appear in cloſe connection 
with Mr. S le, whole name at length we have 


not thought proper to preſent for a reaſon ſimilar ; 
eſpecially as his crime will not yet ſubjeG him to a 
capital puniſhment. 


But 
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CHAPTER III. 


He aſſumes the Character of 4 Collegian —Oblains 


- Money—Reſorts to the Roaſi-Beef Club—The Club 


deſcribed— He courts a Lady—Carries her off for 


Scotland, after defrauding a Linen-draper, and de- 
tected.— He is taken on the Road—Returned to Lon- 
don. Set at Liberly— Perſuades the Lady to live with 


Him. — He goes down to Yorkſhure—Obtaims Goods— 
J taken in London —DSent WET a Soldier and 2 Mes 
: the title of Major S——le. 5 


d Tur dofior; with all his cunning, negleQed to 
: have articles of agreement drawn between him and 
young S 
bow, and left him. The American war was begun, 
and the demand for men in the ſea-ſervice being 


le, who made his maſter an obedient 


very urgent, the empiric, who had long been ac- 
cuſtomed to deal in blood abroad, from revenge 
cauſed our hero to be impreſſed by a gang from 
Wapping, who inſtantly took him on board the 


Nightingale, an old hulk fitted up for the reception 
of unfortunate fellows, who fall into the clutches of 


ſuch dealers in human fleſh. | 
The regulating officers next day examined the 
impreſſed men on board, and paſſed S le as a 


B I il 


le impreſſed Eſcapes— He is ſworn to as a De» 
7 ferter—Sent to the Savoy—Breaks out of Priſon 
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fit young fellow for ſea. He was carried round to 
the Nore, but found means to effect his eſcape to 
the Kentiſh coaſt, and reached the metropolis with- 
out much diminution of his money, which: now 
was but little ſhort of a hundred pounds. 
His late mafter foon after met him in Fleet-ſtreet, 


and afluming an air of joy, at ſeeing his pupil re- 
ſtored from captivity, entreated him in vain to re- 


turn to his ſervice. 


Our genius proved inexorable to all his fair 
promiſes, and even his threatenings, which came 


laſt in conſequence of that obſtinacy. The doctor, 
therefore, charged the youth as a deſerter, had 


him taken before Sir John Fielding; when two 


ſoldiers ſwore to his perſon, as having been inliſted 


by their ſerjeant in Somerſetſhire, and S- Je 


was ſent to the Savoy priſon, in order to be con- 


veyed to the regiment. 


This happening at the time when a number of 
diſorderly young men were in the ſame ſituation, 
he again effected his eſcape with the whole body of 
miſcreants; who knocked down the turnkey, and 


forced their way from the priſon — the unap- 
priſed guard. 


On his enlargement he repaired to the houſe of 


a friend in the city, and changing his dreſs to a 
{uit of black, aſſumed the character of a Caledonian 
ſtudent in divinity ; as one having paſſed his pro- 


bation by the preſbytry of a diſtrict which he na- 
med, from whom he pretended to have letters of 
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-pecontmendinion to ſeveral diſſenting clergymen i in 
London. 
In this feigned character, which he ſultinec 
vithout detection a very conſiderable time, and 
with much apparent ſanctity and humility, he ob- a 
tained many contributions from the miniſters and 
people of his country, and even from thoſe of 
different perſuaſions and diametrically oppoſite 
principles. He was peculiarly intimate with the 
Rev. Mr. Herries, then Sunday evening leQuurer of 
8 the Old-Jewry meeting, and often proved his com- 
panion in the Veg for many hours, after his 
other lectures at Efſex- houle were over. 
On the defection of that once famous preacher, 
PY and his precipitate ſlight to another church, our 
ſtudent in theology went over to the diſciples of 
Sandiman, and was uſhered into the myſteries of 
the meeting in Bull and Mouth-ſtreet, Alderſgate, 
and there happily Joined what is called the Roaſt 
Beef Society *. | 
This ſociety admits all orders into the miniſtry, 
who hold forth from an elevated ſituation, in clothes 
of almoſt all the colours of the rainbow, and 
with gaudy fringed ruffles hanging over their 
| knuckles. The ſame prieſts, who pretend to be of 
the moſt primitive order, adminiſter the ſacrament 
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* * So denominated, becauſe the friends of this communion 
dine together, after morning ſervice, in the hall, with the 
utmoſt ſociability imaginable, uſually on a gcod firloin, or 
ſome other ſubſtantial joints. 
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of the Lord's Supper every Sunday afternoon, 
when a collection is made, and every thing after 
continues quite comfortable. 

This ſituation well ſuited the parſmonious diſpo- 


le; as It ſaved him expences, 
put a little more caſh into his pocket, and procured 
him connettions in life, which might have proved 


quite eligible, had he been attentive to morality as 


much as he was to outward, forms, and ſeeming 


ſanctity. 
He paid his addreſſes to a young lady of this de- 


Nomination in the city, whoſe father was a wealthy 
merchant, but whoſe name muſt neceſſarily be 
concealed. She received him with the fincereſt 
affection, gave her free conſent, and obtained that 
of her parents, for the purpoſe of a cordial and 

happy union. The licence was procured, and every 
_ neceſſary apparatus prepared for the conſummation 
of their mutual bliſs, when a diſcovery was made 
' which marred the marriage, and blaſted the cha- 
rafter of the intended bridegroom in the ſight of 

the ſociety. He had fraudulently obtained a large 


quantity of linen of a draper, under the pretence 
that he had an order from his father; of whom. en- 


quiry being made, by a perſon who had cauſe to 


ſuſpect the ſon, the {windling trick was brought to 


light, as well as his wicked practices 1 in robbing his 
Father 3 in Scotland. 


However, the draper unfortunately loſt his goods; 
for before he could proſecute the offender, he had 


decamped 


— — — 
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= decamped with his propoſed bride, the merchant's 
daughter; who, regardleſs of the odium caſt on her 
lover, the remonftrances of her friends, and the 


©  diftates of reaſon, ſuffered her paſſion to prevail ſo 
far as to attempt a trip to Scotland. 

This inconſiderate ſtep rouſed all the rage of 

1 her friends, who without loſs of time purſued the 
3 fugitives, and overtook them at Durham. The 


lady was inſtantly dragged from the chaiſe, and ſur- 
: _ rounded by her relations, who forced her to return 
| to London without accompliſhing her deſired con- 
 - ſummation. Mr. S—— le was ſeized by the dra- 
per's agents, who attended, and being taken before 
_ a magiſtrate of that city, was ordered to be ſafely 
condutted to the metropolis, in order to anſwer to 
the charge of ſwindling. N 
His condutters perſevered i in their reſolution all 
che way, and ſafely guarded their priſoner; but on 
their arrival at London, the linen-draper, through 
a principle of falſe mercy and lenity, ſuffered the 
eulprit to eſcape the vengeance of the law, for that 
time, upon his refunding the money for the linen, 
and producing all he had in the world to defray 
the expences, ſilence the officers of juſtice, and 
ſatisfy the demand of his father, in whom originated 
the whole of his preſent trouble. 
If ſuch is the reſult of vice andvile diimulation, 
what can be more egregious folly than the purſuit of 


fin? ' Surely there is a worm at the root of every un- 
lawful 


* 


{ us ) 


lawful acquiſition, which muſt mar every pleaſure in 


the enjoyment, or work its deſtruction. The fin- 
ners themſelves, as well as what they obtain by 
proſperity in vice, are ſet in ſlippery places, per- 
petually approaching the verge of a precipice, 
from which if they fall, theymuſt,—but it is not for 


us to pronounce the awful decree. 


The hero of our piece, without a penny left i in 
his purſe, forſaken by his friends, accounting all 
the world his foes, and wretched beyond deſcrip- 
tion, fain would have fled from the keen relleQti- 


ons of his own mind. 


At one time he thought of returning to his own 
country ; but how could he meet his injured father 


there, ſince he had detected his deeds of dark- 


nels? how behold the people whom he had de- 


ceived? or how reach the end of ſo long a jour- 
ney, without money? As he diſdained to work; to 
beg he was aſhamed; and to ſteal or rob he was 


afraid. The times too were dangerous; preſs- 


gangs were prowling about the country, as well 
as the city, and conſtables every where were tak- 
ing up the idle and aunpated, from motives the 
moſt mercenary. 

He could not bear the thought of returning and 
crouching to the door, who had uſed him lo 
| baſely; ſo taking a decent lodging in the centre 


of the city, he ſent a letter to the lady, the mer- 


chant's daughter, for whoſe ſake he ſaid he had 


ſuffered 
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Fuffered much, and propoſed to do much more, if 


ſhe would return a kind anſwer to his epiſtle, and 
deign to honour him with her charming com- 


N 


Nancy, for that i is the name of this ailing 


fair one, condeſcended to ſend our hero an im- 
| mediate anſwer, by her confident maid ; inform- 
ing her lover, that ſhe propoſed to meet him the 


next morning, at the place appointed. 
The lady did meet him, and agreed to ſtay with 


her lover at his lodging, till time and opportunity 


favoured their ſecond journey to the north, or a 


trip to Calais. It is plain the dear creature was 


one of the /ofteſt of her ſex; for ſhe readily ac- 
ceded to every propoſal which her lover could 
make—not even refuſing to endeavour all in her 
power to procure money, by what means no mat- 
ter, to anſwer all the purpoſes of their meditated 
expedition to the land of matrimony. 

This ſoftneſs, however, was not ſimplicity.— 


The fair one was no novice in intrigue. She 
found means to obtain a fifty pound note of her 
mother, under pretence that ſhe wanted ſome new 


things at the milliners; and, having packed up 


all her clothes, &c. ſhe eloped again with her lo- 


ver, who helped her away with the luggage in a 
coach, leaving the mother to lament the loſs of her 
daughter, and blame herſelf for affording her the 
means of ſo effectually making her eſcape: 1 

B 4 Not 


ey 
AA 


—_—_—_— TORS 


[ 24 ] 


Not daring to ſet out immediately, they lived 
together in the houſe, like huſband and ſpouſe, 

well aware that their paſſage, either to the north 
or ſouth, was intercepted by her father's people. 
So the buſineſs was performed without the hat of | 


a prieſt; and, in proceſs of time, the family was 


in a fair way of increaſing without his benediftion. 
le, at this period, kept company 
with ſeveral noted gamblers, and grew fo great a 


Mr. S 


proficient at throwing the dice, and ſhuffling the 


Cards, that he won conſiderable ſums ; but becom- 
ing as prodigal as he had formerly been parſimo- 


nious, the money, thus clandeſtinely procured, 


ſoon flew away on the wings of the wind. 


He now alſo formed an intimate conneRion with 


a celebrated veteran in the ſwindling line, who 


Toon made him an adept in the ſcience, and put 
him upon a method of making his fortune in the 


mercantile manner, without the hazard of being a 


bankrupt, it he could keep clear of the guardians 
of Craven-ſtreet, and never ſuffer his name to be 
enrolled in the Suindler's Chronicle, 

His new teacher, a perſon who lives in a moſt 


elegant {tile at the court-end of the town, 1s well 


ecquainigd with the traders in all the counties of 


England, and has had the addreſs to make moſt 


of them believe that he is a man of worth and pro- 
bity. He diſpatched our hero down to Yorkſhire, 


adviſed him to take a ſhop in Cheſterfield; on the 


lkirts of the next county; a and, by reſerving the 


traders 
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traders to him in town, obtain all the goods he 


could to furniſh his ſhop. 
This our genius, being an apt ſcholar, quickly 


| accompliſhed. He went to the above town, men- 
tioned his worthy friend of C ſtreet, took the 
ſhop through his recommendation, and went round 


to all the towns of Vorkſhire, buying large quan- 
tities of woollen-drapery goods, with as much con- 


fidence as if he had intended to pay for them. 


But inſtead of diſpatching theſe goods to Derby- 
ſhire, he, agreeable to their concerted plan, ſent 
them off by the waggon to London, ordering them 
to be delivered at certain private places, and fol- 
lowing them faſt, to be preſent i in perſon at, or 


ſoon after the delivery. 


The country trading- people being informed of his 


manceuvres, diſcovered his real intention, and ap- 


priſed the Society of Guardians againſt Swindlers 
of their ſuſpicion. Theſe gentlemen ſoon found 
out what manner of man the principal in this plot 
truly was, and adviſed the tradeſmen to ſeize on 
the agent, the moment they could find him. In 


conſequence of this advice, they repaired to the 


inn where the goods were unladed, and there 
learned from the book where they had actually 
been delivered. It appeared, upon the whole, 
that our young genius had ſadly for himſelf miſ- 


managed his buſineſs, for he was found by the 
tradeſmen in one of the houſes where the goods 


were depoſited, 


They 
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he poſſeſſed in his pockets, was robbed of it all in 


433 


| They inſtantly. procured proper affiſtants, and 
had our hero ſeized with the goods, carrying the 
firſt to Woodſtreet Compter, and ng the latter 
to a place of ſafety. 


Mr. S—le having incautionſly kept what caſh 


the night, by the thieves in the ſtrong- room. where 
they were lodged 1 in his company. 

Next morning, being taken before the tend 
Mayor, he was ſent for a ſoldier to the Savoy, 


where he was pleaſed immediately to aſſume the 7 


title of Major S——le; by which military appel- 2 
lation we ſhall in future ſometimes have occaſion 9 


to 0 diſtinguiſn our Northern Hero. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The Major, incapable of eſcaping by any Plan, is ſent 
to Graveſend in a Lime-barge.— He makes his eſcape 
as marching to Chatham, and returns to London.— 

Is retaken by Payne the Conſtable ; conducted to the 
Savoy ; conveyed lo the Barracks at Chatham, where 
he cohabits with his Fair-one, and eſcapes in Woman's 
Apparel. He returns to his former Courſes in Lon- 
don ; ſets off for the Weſt; obtains Goods to a large 


Amount, by Fraud and Colluſion; and ſets his Mind 


on an amorous intrigue with a lady near Briſtol. 


GREAT was the lady's alarm, when news of the 
- Mayor's captivity was carried to her by his maſter, 
the now diſcovered ſwindler. She immediately 
viſited him in priſon, ſtrove all in her power to al- 


leviate his diſtreſs, but could by no means procure 


his enlargement. 


The Mayor, though greatly alguiled in dreſs, 


was recognized by the keeper, who informing the 


Captain that he had got one of the fellows in cuſ- 


tody who had eſcaped, our Caledonian was ſecur- 


ed, and none of his friends were ſuffered to come 
near him. 


He heard that the Captain' s lady was a Methodiſt, 


and a very religious perſon, which induced him to 
draw up a long epiltle in the canting ſtile ; which 
| had 
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had ſo much influence on the lady, that he was 


freed from his chains, and his ſpouſe, as the mer- 
chant's daughter was deemed, again permitted to 
viſit him. 

With theſe indulgences be was enabled to carry 
on a more intimate e eee with the veligi- 
oſo, who ſtrove all in her power with the Captain to 
get the Major releaſed. 


The Captain remained inexorable to the entrea- 


ties of his lady, and at laſt ſent the Major away | 


one morning in a lime barge to Graveſend, in 
company vith above fifty picked up fellows ; who 


were ſuppoſed to be nuſances to ſociety, and, like 


our genius, had lived upon the plunder of the 
public. 

From Graveſend a party of the Guards were ap- 
pointed to eſcort the priſoners to Chatham barracks; 
but by the way the Major and the fellow to whom 
he was chained broke aſunder their bolts, and made 
a precipitate retreat from the rank into a thick 
copſe, and from thence ran acroſs a plain. As they 
gained the aſcent of a hill, one of the ſoldiers le- 
velled his firelock at the fugitives, and deſperately 


wounded the companion of the Major, whilſt he 


made his eſcape without receiving the leaſt injury. 
e paſled over the country many miles before 


he halted, and returned to London the ſame even- 


ing, much fatigued and greatly diſtreſſed. 
Ife was now urged to enter upon a new ſpecies 
of Iharping, in which he ſoon grew dexterous ; 


which 


5 
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which was the ſtale practice of ſeducing unwary 


_ countrymen to gamble, and, in confederacy with 
his aſſociates, win all their money. The variety of 


tricks uſed in ſuch caſes are too well known to be 
mentioned 1n thts place. 


Thus proceeding, perhaps incautiouſly, in the 
city, Payne the conſtable diſcovered S 
infamous houſe, and again taking. him before the 
Chief Magiſtrate, he became once more an in- 
timate of the Savoy. 


le at an 


It was in vain now to form any plan of eſcape- 
ing from ſuch a ſtrong place, perpetually guarded 


with armed men, whoſe number was doubled after 
the firſt inſurrection. There was now another party 
of impreſſed men ready to embark on board the 
lime-barge, and with them our hero was conducted 
to Chatham; his character We faſt at his 


heels, 

Here our Major was cloathed in ſcarlet, PREY 
the cut of his coat was unſuitable to his rank.— 
But he was a priſoner, and ſeldom ſuffered to take 
the field unleſs when well guarded. 

He ſent for his lady, and ſhe was ſuffered to is 
in the room with him. She found means, though 
a centinel ſtood within, and about fificen other im- 
prefled men were lodged in the ſame apartment, 


to dreſs the Major in her own clothes; in which 
dreſs he was ſuffered to withdraw, without the leaſt 


ſuſpicion on the part of the guard. 


The 
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| form, was the oſtenſible perſon. The affair was 
| (con diſcovered. She was taken before the Go- 
vernor of the gartiſon, who obliged her, by threats, 
to ſend for her friends. She was now, with infinite 
reluctance, under the dreadful neceſſity of writing 


—— — 


ſatisfy that military mercenary, by paying a high 
ranſom for the fugitive, whom we muſt now follow 
to the metropolis. | 

Our hero ſoon threw off his effeminate habili- 
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doned life. He again aſſociated with ſwindlers, 
and again was choſen as the agent of his chief maſ- 


appeared in great ſplendour, keeping his carriage 
and equipage in a ſtile far GN to all his former 
glory and grandeur. 

But the ſplendor of ſuch mimics of men, far 


ception. Their houſes, which they take through 


ſumptuoys air of nobility ; but within they reſem- 


nothing but a cat, a pied bull, and a monkey. 
The ſervants in livery which theſe mock mer- 
chants and ſham tradeſmen ſhew 1 in their halls or 


þ + 5 - . 
. 


| i he lady, now drefſed in the Major's new uni- 


to her father, and divulging the whole affair. He 
quickly attended the Captain, and was obliged to 


ments, but had not reſolution to change his aban- 


ter in Weſtminſter; who had removed his dwelling 
to another ſtreet near Berkley Square, and now 


above their ſphere, is mere ſhew, grimace and de- 


the recommendation of other great ſwindlers, are 
certainly ſuperb, and without doubt have all the 


ble an ancient Egyptian temple, which contained 


fx 7 + * 
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ride out with, are in fact their equals; being as 
great ſharpers, and adepts in all the arts of de- 


frauding, as their apparent maſters. 
Indeed theſe callous cunning men generally a& 
the parts of Archer and Aimwell in the play, be- 


ing maſters by turns, and changing as neceſſity re- 
quires at every turn, the better to carry on their 
plots, and delude the unſuſpetting ſimple who are 


moſt ſtruck with oſtentation and every Tags that 


appears magnificent. 
In the Summer of 1779, ſoon after our heros 
eſcape from Chatham, he took a ride to the weſt 
of England, accompanied by a young fellow, an 
inbred and veteran ſwindler, in the character of a 
ſervant. To recapitulate all his tricks in the courſe 
of this tour would compoſe a whole volume, a few 
ſketches of his 7 may in this narrative ſuf- 


fice. 

He travelled as far as the Land' RP in Corn- 
wall, through Surry, Hampſhire, Wilts, Dorſet, 
and Devon; and in each county obtained ſuch 


goods as peculiarly belong to it; for all which he 
paid the manufacturers in bills drawn upon his em 
ployer, to whom he referred; and who having ac- 
cepted them as payable when due, received the 
goods from the country. | 
In this manœuvring, our hero was often ſuccef- 
ful enough to put a conſiderable ſum in caſh into 
bis pocket, by receiving change for promiſſory 
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notes, bills, &c. from the trades-people, on the 

11 ſuppoſition that they were good paper currency. 

5 At a town in Wiltſhire, famous for it's manufac- 

i"! ture of ſuperfine cloth, he ordered pieces of broad 

| [| cloth to the amount of five hundred pounds, and 
| 


- 
* 


| had them ſent to town on exchanging a draught on 
an eminent banker for ſix hundred. 


1 lere the ſuppoſed ſervant ſeemed an artleſs, ſil. 
1 Iy, ſimple, half-clowniſh fellow. The maſter gave 
1 him ample opportunity to be alone at the inn, 
where the people who had received orders uſed to 
pump him over a handſome treat, and making him 
a little preſent. They imagined that they received 
every piece of neceſſary intelligence relative to the 
agent, whom he repreſented, in an aukward way, 
as the ſon of an Alderman of London, of immenſe 
fortune, who, for the preſent ſummer, had conde- 
ſcended to ſuffer his heir and only boy to ſee a 
little of the world, and acquire ſome knowledge 
of buſineſs; reſolving to bring his ſon up to induſ- 
try and activity, though he was quite certain that 
he ſhould never want to ſet up in trade. = 
This artful fellow, whoſe name was John Wheel. Þ 
er, then expatiated, in the manner of a half idiot, 
on the heaps of caſh which he had carried from 
1 his maſter to the ſeveral bankers in the metropolis, 
1 ih ih whom he named; and dwelt particularly on the 1 
1 large ſums which paſſed in trade between the great F 
merchant, near Berkley- -quare, and the alderman. W 
This 
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This was a bait ſuldeient to catch all the gaping 


gudgeons of the weſt. The traders raiſed their 


prices, repreſenting the ſcarcity of hands in the 
various branches, ſince the commencement of hoſ- 
tilities, and the dearneſs of Spaniſh wool, on ac- 
count of the war. The agent liſtened to their 


tales of complaint, propoſed to take a leſs quantity 


of goods for the prelent, till trade was a little 


mended, and offered to pay them in ready money, 


at the uſual prices. 

This made the manufacturers change their tone, 
and come down to his terms, providing. he would 
favour them with large orders; not minding the 


money ſo much as his friendſhip, and the conſtant. 


cuſtom of his worthy employer. They then, on 
obſexving him relent, eagerly preſſed him to double 
his demand, and employed all their ſoothing 


ſtrains, in begging that he would—prck their poce 


kets |! | 


At Daunton he changed ſides with John, and 
was inſtantly the ſervant. Wheeler pretended to 


be employed by a great wine-merchant of London, 
to give an order for cyder and perry, he did not 
care how many hogſheads. 'The cyder-makers 


thought they well knew for what purpoſe our agent 


wanted to purchaſe the perry, and therefore reſol- 
ved to keep up their price, under the pretext that 


the crop had failed the preceding year, and that 


of the preſent was very unpromiſing. 
C he 
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The pretended agent, after diſcovering ſigns of 
deep concern, talked of croſſing over to Hereford 
ſhire, and ſo have the liquor which he wanted con- 
veyed to London by land-carriage, giving the 
people time, however, to conſider his overtures. 


The next day, being Sunday, Auguſt 22, the 
cyder- merchants, obſerving our hero, now the ſer- 


vant, at the Preſbyterian meeting, found an op- 
portunity of ſounding him, after ſervice, at an 
inn, concerning the wine-merchant and his maſ- 
8 1 | 


See caſt off all his uſual politeneſs and eaſy 


addreſs, and affeQed to ſpeak in the Seots dialect, 
in a broad clumſy manner, ſo that they could not 
underſtand him but by an interpreter, a pedlar, 
who lived in the town, whom they employed to 
talk to him. 


Could we with propriety in this place aka the 


whole of the dialogue between theſe two country- 
men, we ſhould be conſidered as poſſeſſing two 


ludicrous a turn for writers of real fats, and more 
inclined to levity than furniffling leſſons of morality 


and apt inſtruction in our true hiſtory. We there 


fore briefly touch on thoſe incidents which tend 


to create laughter; and here only obſerve, that the 
amount of the colloquy was a feigned confeſſion, 
on the part of S 


le, that his maſter's employer 
was a balderdaſher of wines; and it was his buſineſs 


to buy as much cyder as he could, to mingle with 
the Lilbon, and all the perry in his power to turn 
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it immediately, without a miracle like chat! in Cana, 
into good Mountain or Madeira. As to the mer- 


chant's character as a man of property, he believed 


that he had gold enough to purchale all the wine 
in France, all the cyder and perry in England, all 


the rum of the Weſt Indies, all the ale in Great 


Britain and all the barley into the bargain in Scot- 
land; for he was a muckle merchant, late of Jamai- 


ca, had {till many hundreds of flaves, and was a- 


bout to buy a borough in Cornwall at the next ge- 


neral election, and then was a common councilman 


of London. 


They plied our ſeeming n ſervant, tl they 


ſuppoſed he was drunk, then bribing him with ſome 
ſilver, hoped he would recommend their liquor to 
his maſter, as ſuperior to the <yaer and perry ot 


"ny other place. 

In fine, on the Monday morning, the cyder 
manufacturers found the agent more pliable to their 
wiſhes; he gave them a Jarge order, paid them a 


{mall part in bank-notes, and gave them bills for 
the remainder, to be diſcounted three months after 
the delivery of the goods, which were ſent to Bril- 


tol to be embarked on board a veſſel, under con- 


voy, bound for London. a 
At Briſtol our hero again aſſumed che gentle- 
man, and was actually in company at a tavern in 
that city, with one of the principal cyder mer- 
& Chants with whom Wheeler had traded, and paſſed 


for a fellow of fine breeding and the moſt polite 
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„ behaviour, without detection. Here the merchant 
[ on enquiring the character of his friend in London, 
| whoſe agent had favoured him with a large order, 
received the higheſt ſatisfaction imaginable, and : 
thought himſelf perfectly ſafe in the payment of 
the money at the expiration of the term agreed Þ| 
upon. e 5 
1 | In this city our hers was informed of a celebrated 
wil beauty at a village in the vicinity, who wanted a 
165 young gentlemen for a huſband, and to manage 
1368 her fortune, which was very conſiderable, and all 
Wh in the ſtocks. This news was conveyed by the cy= - 
0.00 der merchant in a fit of hilarity, who at the ſame 
time affeQtionately wiſhed that our hero would 
make his overtures to the fair one, then helpleſs 
and forlorn, having loft her parents ſince the 
commencement of the preſent troubles, for all 
the young officers of the navy were gone to the 
wars upon the dangerous ocean, againlt the enemies. = 
of their king and country. 1 
his tale ingroſſed the whole attention of Mr. 85 
Se, who, however, ſaid little in return to his 
informer; but politely taking leave of the company, 
retired to his chamber, and ſet about forming a plan 
to 2 the lady— Vor at leaſt her money. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Bent on the Intrigue, he cheats a Taylor.— Meets the 


Lady, attends her to the Play.——Sups with her at her 


Houſe.— 4 ſumes a new Charatler. Gains her con- 


ent to marry.——Obtains her Money, and leaves her. 
Returning to London, he ſells his Goods, turns. Me- 


 thodift ; cheats a Taylor by a new Trick ; defrauds 


a Bookſeller, Sc. 


Him diſcounting bills and fe; gned notes, 


accumulated a conſiderable ſum in caſh, Mr. S—— 


equipped himſelf and ſervant for the intrigue with 


the fair lady of Somerſetſhire. He ordered a tay - 


lor in the city of Briſtol to make him a ſuperb ſuit 
of naval uniform, and a new ſuit for his ſuppoſed 


ſervant ; but put him off with fair promiſes from 
day to day, pretending that he could not get a five 


hundred pound note changed. 
Thus attired, and ang the charakter of a 


ſea-lieutenant, he took frequent occaſion to paſs 


through the village where he was informed the lady 


lived, mounted on a prancing horſe, and his ſer— 


vant gaily dreſſed behind him on a ſorrel mare.— 


He ſoon chanced to ſee the object of his deſire 
over the garden wall, when he pulled off his hat 


and bowed to her, which compliment ſhe returned; 


When he, as we have formerly hinted, not being 
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the ſervant in the hall, 


circumſtances ſhe could, that might lead to a tho- 
rough diſcovery of his maſter. 
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troubled with mauvaiſe fonte, immediately accoſted 
her, and, aſter ſome converſation, begged leave to 


preſent her a ticket for the play at Briſtol that even- 


ing; humbly ſoliciting the favour of her dear de- 


lightful company in one of the ſide-boxes. The 


| lady at firſt refuſed, but, after ſome entreaty of the 
| lieutenant, ſhe complied with his ardent requeſt, 
and aQually honoured him with her preſence at the 


time appointed. This forward diſpoſition in the 


fair - one can only be accounted for on the principle 
ſuggeſted by the cyder-merchant, mentioned in the 


foregoing chapter; but though her conduct may 


be reckoned raſh, yet, under her peculiar circum- 
ſtances, her propenſity was perfectly natural and 
excuſeable. 


The play, which was aQted to their mutual ſatis- 


faction, being cloſed, our lovers withdrew to the 
for the lady in her turn, now the ice was 
broken, could do no leſs than invite the lieutenant 


village ; 


to ſupper. This afforded our adventurer ample 


opportunity of telling the lady a pleaſant tale, which 


fo ſtruck her gentle ear, and moved her ſuſceptible 


heart, that tbe lieutenant ſoon ſaw that he was not 
far from a complete conqueſt. 


Meanwhile the houſe- keeper, at the nod of her 


fond miſtreſs, ſtrove all in her power to entertain 
and learn from him all the 


Wheeler, 
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| Wheeler, in his ſeemingly artleſs way, informed 


the fair enquirer, that the lieutenant was no leſs a 
perſonage than the Marquis of Cn, juſt about 
to retire from the ſea-ſervice, to prove of more eſ- 
ſential uſe to his royal maſter as a principal fervant 


in the ſtate. As to his fortune, that was immenſe 
beyond deſcription, and nothing was wanting in his 


noble family but a Marchioneſs, to make him com- 
pleatly happy. 


This intelligence the houſe- keeper did not fail 


ſoon to communicate to her miſtreſs, who began to 
think ſhe had proceeded too far already in uſing 
ſuch freedom with a perſonage of his elevated rank. 
The ſhyneſs which ſhe ſhewed was ealily ſeen by 


the Marquis to be but affected. He minded the 
language of her eyes, ſpoke home effectually to 
her heaving heart, and obtained her leave to reviſit 


her the next morning. 


The Marquis had learned dry what money 


ſhe had in the public funds, and all his aim was to 
get the. whole of it into his hands. 


He attended the unſupecting lady again, and 
_ aſſured her that his intentions were truly honour- 
able. In ſhort, the mock-marquis carried on his 
courtſhip from day to day, till he actually gained 


the lady's conſent to beſtow her hand. 


The farther the houſe-keeper carried her enqui- 


ry of the pretended ſervant, the more ſhe was ſa- 


:tished that his maſter was in fact what he but feign- 
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ed to be, a nobleman of bigh birth and the ſtrict- 


eſt honour. 
To he more ſuccinR, the Marquis one Sorhing, 


in the garden, took occaſion to mention how much 


a-year he meant to ſettle upon the lady at their 
marriage; when ſhe, in return, informed him, that 


ſhe had five hundred pounds in the South-Sea 


ſtocks, bearing intereſt but three and a half per 
cent. No more! exclaimed the Marquis with an 


air of wonder :—I mean, no more intereſt than 


you mention! Were the money under my manage- 


ment, Madam, I could procure you above ten per 
cent. 

This declaration ſtruck the lady, who 512007 
replied, My Lord, y our Lordſhip may have the 
principal transſerred this inſtant to your own name. 


This was done the ſame day, and the poor delud- 
ed fair-one was too much faſcinated by the abomi- 


nable deceiver to perceive his mercenary purpoſe, 


which would have been obvious enough to any 
' perſon but one in love. The Marquis having com- 
pleatly done his buſineſs, without, however, farther 
injury to the lady, reſumed his mercantile attire, 
and rode off for London, without paying his tay- 
lor, ſatisſying his ſtable-keeper, or returning the 
horſes, and even without taking leave of the lady. 
His firſt object was to get the money. That done, 


he received his ſhare of the goods, and the broad 


cloth, tin, cyder, perry, &. were put up'to ſale 
by auction, 


It 
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It was not long before all theſe frauds were diſ- 
covered. The principal ſwindler was obliged to 


abandon his manſion, and ſhift his ſituation to a 


remote quarter of the town. 8- ——le and his ſer- 
vant were accurately deſcribed in the public prints, 
and a reward offered for apprehending them, or 
any of the connettion in the line of ſwindling. 

Our hero now diſguiſed himſelf, and appeared 
in ſable as a Methodiſt parſon; which character he 


could ſuſtain with as much propriety as any one of 


the Foundery or the Tabernacle; to which places 


he very frequently reſorted, for a purpoſe the moſt 


abominable to carry on his frauds on unſuſpect- 


ing people, by that hy pocriſy for which he appear- 


ed to be formed from his cradle. 


It appeared plainly, that, about this period, 
e reſumed his parſimonious practices, 


Mr. S— 
as he lived more miſerable in proportion to his ac- 
quiring more money. Indeed he durſt not be 


much ſeen in high life, as the alarm of his nume 


rous frauds was reverberated around the town.— 
Seeking an aſylum under a ſemblance of ſanttity, 
he applied to the truſtees of a celebrated preach- 
ing-place, to be admitted to the miniſtry. He 


found, however, that the diſciples of Whitefield 
were too tenacious of their credit and character to 


be ſo eaſily duped by a pretender to religion; for, 
upon proper enquiry, they diſcovered that their 


probationer was as deſtitute of morality as he was of 


abilities to fill the lation he ſolicited, 
He 
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tune to defraud ſeveral members of the ſociety out a 


his cuſtomer Mr. S— 


guiſed ſaint, but if you chuſe to leave the things, 
he ſhall have them the moment he comes in. 


may as well pay you for him. How much is the 
you give me change for a fifty! 7 . 1 
which the taylor told him he could not change — 


again, and that he was not in the leaſt afraid of the 
money, in dealing with a gentleman like the Re- 


1 } 


He did not fail to feign the character, notwith- 
ſanding his rejection, and had frequently the for- 


of little ſums in the way of trade, by purchaſing 1 
goods, and never paying a penny for them. 1 
He employed a taylor of that profeſſion to make 


bim « ſuit of black, with a Bath great coat for the 


winter. When the man carried home the things, 


being uſhered into the hall of a decent houſe, he 
was waited upon by a ſtrange gentleman, as he 


thought, dreſſed in a naval uniform, with a bag- 


wig, highly powdered, and aſſuming an air of 


gaiety, which little made him ſuppoſe, that he was 
-le, for whom he enquired, 
telling the imagined flranger that he had brought 
home” his clothes agreeable to order. 
My brother, whom I believe you mean, Sir, 
ſaid nothing to me about clothes, replied our diſ- 


The taylor heſitating, our hero continued, I 
money: ? Have the clothes been fitted an? Can 
Here our ſwindler held out a fifty pound note, 


He left the ſuit and great coat, ſaid he would call 


verend Mr, -le. Before he called again, 


which 


LW 3 


which was the next morning, the reverend gentle- 
man was fled, and his ſhade, his ſuppoſed OAT, 
into the bargain. 

He defrauded a ' bookſeller in the Strand of ten 


pounds worth of books, pretending to be an enſign 


in the guards. He called in his carriage, with two 
footmen behind it, was ſhewed the books without 


removing from his ſeat, agreed in the purchaſe, 
and held out a draught on a banker for fifty 
pounds. The. bookſeller, hearing by his tongue 


he was dealing with his countryman, and ſeeing 


him in ſo eminent a ſituation, only enquired his 


name, that he might book the ſum till he had lei- 


ſure to call again. The ſwindler gave him a name, 
but forgot to call upon his kind countryman. 


Before we finiſh this chapter, we would obſerve, 


_ that the ſtory of the lady of Somerſetſhire, much 


diſguiſed, and marred like truth in the Heathen 


mythology, appeared laſt winter in ſome of the 
news-papers in London. Being falſe in point of 


locality and the deſcription of perſons, it was no 
wonder that Sir Sampſon W right was led to treat 
the tale as a fable. The time alſo when the tranſ- 


action was ſuppoſed to happen, was laid no leſs 


than fix years from the real date. 
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CHAPTER: VI. 


| [0 ö Our Swindler proceeds a ſtep farther in Vice He 
| | 0 diecoys a Stranger ino a Houſe of ill fame, where, 

1 By i inding all his uſual Arts ineffeftual_to attain his 7 
[138 Caſh, he, aſſiſted l 90 two of his Companions, robs the 4 
„ bo. or Fellou, who is afterwards ſent to Sea by the 3 
Interference of the Publican. — He gets into Limbo 1 
* Releaſed by Rioters 1s ent on board a Ship.— E 
my 5 Taken to France.—Returns to England. — Privately IF 
EN fecal money from a Publican. 
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= | Virtue and vice may be aptly compared to 
Wh two great circles. The centre of the firſt is peryecł 
peace, that of the latter conſummate miſery. All the 
lines, however numerous, which are drawn from 
the circumference of each, meet in one point.— 
| | Theſe various lines adumbrate the paths of duty, 
10 or the ways of ſin. In the firſt, whichever of theſe 
paths the good man purſues, he will be happy in 
the end, and in the ſecond, on whatever road the 2 
tranſgreſſor goes, he mult be miſerable at laſt. # 
Indeed, a perſon of a vicious character, who , 
has gone to the extremity of ſin in one line, will E- 
think but little of purſuing vice in any other, A 7 
0 little pilferer, if he durſt, and had opportunity, 
1 would commit a burglary or a highway robbery.— 
A ſinuggler would rob the Exchequer, and impo- 
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veriſh the whole kingdom, if it lay in his line; and 
a ſwindler, than whom no character can poſſibly 

be farther from good, never ſticks at the commiſ- 
Z fon of the greateſt enormity, if it falls in with his 
3 immediate plan of advantage. | 
4 Every man who Tontratts a debt, which he never 
means to diſcharge, may juſtly be deemed a /e- 


A r 
_—_— 49 


tr 


1 condary felon, and to behold him after in the cha- j 
1 radter of a primary one, would n not prove 1 matter 8 j 
E much admiration. 5 5 0 
0 Our premiſing this much will not appear imper- / 


tinent, perhaps, before the reader has come to the 
cloſe of the following pages of this authentic hiſto- 
ry of the hero, whoſe exploits have hitherto been 
confined to ſwindling. 2 | 1 
He happened one evening, in the Winter of 

1779, to meet a young man at the Barn, in St. 

Martin's-lane, near Charing-croſs, whom he enti- 
ced into one of his own houſes in the neighbour- 

hood. Being a Caledonian, the ſtranger made free 
with his countryman, and among other affairs in- 
formed him that he was juſt come to London; and 
having faved forty pounds in a gentleman's ſer- 
vice, as a baker, intended to let up as ſoon as he 
could, in the metropolis. | 
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Mr. S le adviſed his countryman to be cau- 
tious, and ſay but little in company, as there were — 
many ſharpers about, who lay in wait to deceive | 

the unwary. Ile next proceeded to give the young (i 
man ſome falutary advice; telling him, above all, | 
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to take care of people belonging to Scotland, who 
were not of a religious caſt; obſerving, that where 
a man forgets his duty to his Maker, it is not likely 
that he will much regard man. Our hero then 
aſked him what party, or religious ſociety, he be- 
longed to? He ſaid to the Seceders in Bow-lane. 
That, returned S—— Ile, fired with a kind of tran- 
| ſport, is the identical place where I attend worſhip, 
and to that religion I was brought up from my in- 
fancy. : 
se foon fanned that the youth; though he 
owned that he carried all his caſh about him at the 
time, was cautious enough already, without his 
7 needleſs lectures; for he refuſed to ſpend ſix- 
pence in company, and would not play a game 
at ends. TT i 
The young man, as he has ſince informed us, 
| began to conſider his countryman as a ſharper him- 
ſelf, though he ſaid he was a Seceder, and accord- 
ingly was upon his guard. He was about to think 
of withdrawing, when in came two young fellows 
dreſſed like bakers; which occaſioned him to call 
for another pint of porter, to have an opportunity 
of talking with them. 
But one of chem pulled out a 1 of cards, and, 
| without ceremony, aſked if either, or both, of the 
gentlemen would play a e with him and his 
ſhop-mate. 
8 le readily offered to play, providing his 
5 would alſo take a hand. The ſtranger 
peremp- 
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expreſſion which S le was pleaſed to deem im- 
proper. The young man, unterrified, repeated the 


= word ſharper, and our hero that inſtant put out che 


candle. | 
The ſtranger now found all the three engaged 
againſt him. They threw him down on the floor. 
He cried owt as loud as he could, but nobody came 
to his aſſiſtance. They robbed him of all his mo- 
ney, and then ran off ; but which way the confu- 
fed countryman could not tell, but believed that it 
was at a private door. 


The landlord at laſt came with a light, appeared 


ſurpriſed to miſs the gentlemen 85 had been in. 


7 company, and made no ſcruple to tell his remain- 


mg cuſtomer, that he came with them on purpole 
to bilk the houſe. 

In vain he informed the ſinful publican, that he 
had been robbed by the three men; he was told, 
S that was a common plea with ſuch harpers, who 
3 ſtaid behind—only becauſe they had not time 

enough to get away. 
The houſe happened at the time to be a place 
of rendezvous for a preſs-gang, and the unfortu- 
nate fellow was delivered over to the heutenant ; 


end of the town, and carried him on board the 


regulating ſhip off the Tower. He was foon aſter 
put on board a frigate, and ſo ſent abroad to the 
Weſt Indies. He was ſtationed there when he 


peremptorily rejected the overture, and uſed ſome 


who, with his men, hurried him away te the eaft 
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miral Rodney fought the French fleet, on the gth 
and 12th of April, 1782; and being happily pre- 
ſerved in every danger, was, by his wages and ſome 


little prize-money, on his return enabled to carry 
that reſolution into practice which he propoſed to 
have done at the time of his misfortune. 

The baker has often ſeen S le ſince he re- 


turned to London, and ſays, he ſhould know his 
face if his head was ſtuck upon Temple-bar ; but, 
for ſeveral prudential reaſons, as well as his notion 


that the offender has ſince cancelled all his former 


' crimes in the eye of the law by having been abroad 
in the King's ſervice, he has declined a proſecu- 
; tion. 


The reader will agree with the young baker, 


| that all the three were ſharpers alike, and met on 


purpoſe to perpetrate the robbery, in caſe they 


could obtain the money by no other means. That 
the publican alſo was concerned, can hardly be 


doubted. But he is ſince gone to his account, for 
the inhuman act of cauſing the man to undergo a 
long and painful captivity, as well as for all his 
other crimes. 
In the Spring of 1780, when Mr. 8 -le in- 
tended to have taken a tour to the North, to try 1 
his chance in his own country, he fell under the 
laſh of the law, and was matriculated at King's 


college, St. George's Fields, as a fit fellow for that 


famous univerſity, which has bred more lawyers 
than Weſtminſter-hall and all the 1 inns of court put 
together. 


(0-1 


together. Here our hero met ſeveral of his old 
aſſociates in Swindling ; who, like himſelf, on a 
forlorn hope, were employed in maturing their 
plans, and aſſiſting each other in their ſtudies. In 


this place our Maſter of Arts reſtored his title of 
Major, wore ſcarlet and lace, with a cockade, giv- 
ing himſelf out to be an officer in the Ru 1 an Jer. 
ä 

The Major well knew, that he could never re- 
ceive any benefit from an aft of grace, and there- 
fore was conſidering his fate as cruel and deplor- 


able; when, lo, the multitude of thieves and ſwind- 


lers who were not in captivity, ſet him and the reſt 


of their brethren free, on the memorable ſeventh 


of June, 1780. g 


Some who are diſpoſed to exalt the courage and 


reſolution of the Major, have poſitively affirmed, 
that he was aftually on the fame evening in Bloomſ- 
bury-ſquare, when the houſe of Earl Mansfield 
was demoliſhed, and his hooks and parchments 
committed to the flames; and that afterwards he 


ran with the rabble to the Bank of Englang, with. 


a defign to make his fortune at once. But one can 
hardly ſuppoſe he would have aſſiſted the mob a- 


gainſt his countryman for the ſake of burning the 


law, which he fo little regarded; and as to the 


Bank, before it were placed bands of armed men, 


firing their pieces amidſt the mob—and it is well 
known that the Major is as inimical to powder and 


ball, as any man *. ho ever lived in the metropolis. 
I | Thi 
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| This Summer, finding the climate too warm ir: 
UN i London, the Mayor entered on board a ſhip of war, 
||| FW | but not as a volunteer. — Payne, that buſy reforming 
| marſhalman, chanced to meet his old friend in the ®? 
very centre of the city, at an alehouſe in Lombard 9 
„ * and ſo procured him the above birth. 3 
„ He remained not many months at ſea, belaze 
1 che ſhip was taken by the French, with ſeveral o- 
11498 thers, and carried into Breſt. The Major was 
conducted on ſhore, and taken to priſon; but ſoon 
procured his liberty, by betraying the cauſe of his 
fellow-priſoners, when they were meditating an el- 
Tape. 
A Caledonian in France is more eſteemed than 
any other foreigner of the Proteſtant religion. The 
Major offered his ſervice to government, as a ſpy, 
if he was permitted to return to Britain. But, as 
we do not mean to paint the Devil in more ſable 
_ colours than he deſerves, whether he ever acted as 
4 ſuch we will not at preſent pretend to ſay. Certain, 
however, it is, that he returned to England before 
the winter was over. 
For in January, 1781, the Major, not areſſed 
in his Ruſſian regimentals, but appearing as a pri- 
vate geutleman, went into a public houſe, not far 
from the place where he laſt was captured by the 
marſhalman, and, in company with another gen- 
teel genius, ordered a barrel of oyſters to be ſent 
to an inn in Bull and Mouth- ſtreet, - charging the 
landloxd 4 
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jandlord to be very pundtual to his time, and be 


ſure to let the oyſters be of the beſt natives. 


He then aſſumed an air of gaity, hummed a 
tune, pulled out an handful of gold or counterfits, 
ſaying. O no! I think I will pay for the oyſters 


= when they come. He then informed the landlord 
that he particularly wanted a Queen Anne's guinea, | 


to have it placed on the lid of a tankard, which 
was making by perſon whoſe name he mentioned, 
which he purpoſed to preſent to an old great-grand- 
mother, as it would pleaſe the old gentlewoman, 


and ſhe was worth w#ckliing, for her money in the 


ſtocks, beſides her eſtate in the country, was above 
five thoufand pounds. 

The landlord, without any ſuſpicion of his cul. 
tomer's character, drew out a handful of guineas, 
and bade him chuſe one. He turned the money 
over and over, and at laſt could not find what he 
wanted. The landlord put up his caſh, and the 
gentlemen went away. The oylters N imme- 
diately ſent, it was diſcovered that none had been 


ordered to be left at the inn, ſo they were return- 50 


ed. The landlord now thinking that there muſt 


have been ſomething in the wind with his genteel 
cuſtomers, carefully counted his caſh, and quickly 
diſcovered that our hero had, very privately, taken 
more than enough to crown his great-grandmothers 


tankard. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


4 curious authentic Story of Sir E. P. Mr. — 


and two Ladies. — Ihe Major obliges Sir G. to 
marry Miſs Fanny, but fails in his Attempt . with, 
the other Lovers. Our Hero aſſumes Grandeur, 
_ defrauds a Coachmaker.——Oblains Money Mr. F. 
the Hatter in Fleet. ſtreet.— Is hunted and taken.— 
Sent to Newgate, under a variety of charges, ts 


brought to the Bar.— His Trials are put off, by the 


Pleg of has akt tall the next * on. 


Fac ROM the above period, there appears a chaſm. 
in the life of our Major. Not that he could long 
remain inactive, but we deem the incidents too. 


common and triviaF to lay before the public; and 
even theſe have not been ſo clearly authenticated. 
to us as we could with, The preceding pages of 


our narrative point to none but inconteſtible facts; 


the future are ſtilł more irrefragable, as they ap- 


proach the preſent day. 


Two amjable ladies, of little fortune, but ſupe · 


zior beauty, were lately counted at the ſame time, 
| by two gentlemen, the one Sir G. P-—, the 


other Mr. —, an Hibernian fortune-hunter. 
The Major, * ſome of his manceuvres, inſinu- 


ated himſelf into the favour and friendſhip of theſe 
females, 


„ & 
da, at Brighthelmſtone, and afterwards often 
viſited them in London. 


Theſe ladies diſcovered, that their lovers want- 
ed the principal ingredient in the mixture of amo- 


rous ſincerity. This diſcovery aroſe from the un- 


common familiarity which they exerciſed at every 


viſit ; theſe liberties increaſed every tine, and at 
length aroſe even te indecency. 


Miſs Fanny, whom Sir G. paid his addreſſes to, 
was on the point of forever diſcarding him, when 


| ſhe happened to communicate her complaint to the 
Major, to whom ſhe opened her mind without re- 


ſerve. 


Our hero having learned the character of her 
lover, undertook to try an expedient, in order to 
compel him to act upon a better principle. His 
plan was approved by Miſs Fanny, who appriſed 
our hero of the preciſe period whenſſhe expekted a 


viſit from Sir G. 
The hour came, che Major was . to the 
lady's apartment, and concealed himſelf in the 


\cloſet. The Baronet entered, full of glee, half 


ſeas over as the ſaying is, and eagerly run to court 
the tender embraces of Mifs Fanny. 


After endeavouring to ſoothe her with fair future 
promiſes, and finding her inexorable to his preſent 
purpoſe, he reſolved to perform by force, what 
fraud could not effect. In ſhort, he attempted to 
act the part of Haſtings in the chamber ſcene with 


Jane Shore, when the Major, like another Du- 
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mont, burſted out of the cloſet into the room, and 3 
Il j flurpriſed the Baronet, by preſenting a piſtol to his 
75/8 breaſt, bidding him take one of them, and give 
1 RUM him the ſatisfadtion which the Injured honour of 4 
„ the lady demanded. 'F 
ur The Major trembled as he uttered bis Gach, 'Y 
A but the worthy Baronet ſhook in every limb, and 
4 3 by no means would accept the Major's overture. — = 
| : 'This, our hero ſoon perceiving, plucked up his 

ſpirits, raiſed his tone, and peremptorily demanded 
Aue ſatisfathon, by either entering into a bond to 
| * 1 marry the lady immediately, or meet the reward 
| | i pl his temerity. 

1 


The Baronet was obliged to 3 by giving 
bi „„ bond, upon ſtamp paper, which the Major had 
ready for the purpoſe, for no leſs than ten thou- 
Il ſand pounds, to be paid directly if he did not com- 
| 

| 


—_ ply with the condition to marry Miſs Fanny. 
WA Sir G. fulfilled the agreement, the bond was 
| 14:18 | cancelled, and the Major reaped conſiderable ad- 
| ||| vantage from the adventure. This appears the 
| | | beſt trait in his character, and it would be unjuſt | 
Bl to conceal any thing that has the leaſt appearance 
of virtue, even in the moſt vicious perſon. 
|| _ The other lady, Miſs Nancy, ſeeing the ſuceeſs 
F of her fair companion, requeſted her intimite, the 
FI _ Mayor, to try his {kill and courage alſo in her ſer- 
| vice, by adopting a mode of conduct ſimilar to the 
above. He conſented, hid himſelf in the cloſet of 
the fame room, and waited the coming of the lover. 
| | PS 
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He came to his time, warmly careſſed the fair 


Ge ſwore he loved her, and in a word proceeded 


to act upon a plan highly ſcandalous, and deroga- 
tory to the character of a man of honour. 
In the very paroxiſm of the lover's paſſion, the 


| Major made his appearance with piſtols, and, as in 


the other inſtance, demanded ſarisfaction with fear 


and trembling. 


« Arrah, my dear!” exclaimed the Hibernian, 
« but if you are diſpoſed for fighting, I am with 
« all my heart, for I have not had a duel for many 
« along day, my dear!” 


This was language which the Major but ill reliſh- 


ed. He laid down one of the piſtols on the table, 


and durſt not ſay a word more for his ſoul. He 
| was about to retire, when the Hibernian ran be- 


fore him, ſaying, © My dear honey, and where 


« would you be going to? Sure you are a fine fit 


« fellow to guard a lady. But ſtay, my dear honey, 
« and lot us ſee what is in theſe poke; for if there 
< 18 not powder, as well. as ball, by they will 
« do usno harm.” 

The young lover now drew the piſtols, and found 


they were only charged with powder. He then 


ordered the Major to go immediately over the way 


for ſome balls but though he pretended to go out 
for that purpoſe, yet he never returned. 

Though the above little ſtory has ſomething in it 
of the air of fiction, it is known by ſeveral people 
an high life, to be poſitively true in every iota.— 
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Ii was communicated to us by a gentleman of prb⸗ 


bity, who is as far removed from duplicity, as the 
Major appears to be from ſincerity, in his general 


conduct to the world. 


The Major, from this peribd, aſſumed a ſtile of 


elegance and ſplendour unattempted before; en- 
larging his conneftions with the fraternity of his 


ſtamp, and altering his numerous names and titles, 


without his Majeſty's foyal licence, or obtaining 
leave at the Herald's-office. 


He defrauded a coath-maker in Long- -acre of an 


elegant carriage, in an aſſumed charatter, which 
he was very particular in, by ordering it to be con- 


ſtructed in the faſhion of the Prince of Wales's 
carriage. 5 


He went by many more names chan we wiſh to 
enumerate, and, amongſt other titles, reſtored to 


his family that of the Marquis of n. Pro- 
teus never appeared in more ſhapes ; but the laſt 


_ aft of his play was performed in the character of 


the Ruſſian Officer, Major S——le; the ſcenes of 


which we now proceed to repreſent, agreeable to 
truth. 


In ns  miligry character the Major called ou 
Mr. F 


A perſon whom the tradeſman well knew, a Mr. 

R —N. | 
He ordered Mr. F. who is a hater, to make ſe- 
veral hats for two Jadies of his acquaintance, and 
ftrialy 


m in Fleet-ſtreet, politely informed him 
what he was, and ſaid he came recommended by 


1 
2 > 
1 k 


1 


ſtricuy charged bim to fabricate them in the moſt 
faſhionable manner imaginable. Mr. F. received 


the order with the utmoſt reſpett, and promiſed to 


| fulfil his engagement to the time, ang 1 IN Manner as 


well as he could. 


The Major was about to depart, when appear * 
ing ſuddenly to recollect himſelf, he took a paper 
out of his pocket. book, and expreſſed a deſire to 


get change for the draught; for, ſaid he, I am at 
preſent quite out of caſh, and want a few guineas 


on a very particular occaſion. 


Mr. F. entertaining a high opinion of his cuſtom- 


er, as well from his ſuppoſed recommendation as 
the honourable rank he ſuſtained in the Ruſſian 
ſervice, very frankly offered to lend him what his 


exigencies required; but looking into his pocket 
for the ſum wanted, he found that he had no gui- 


neas that were weight, and therefore ſtepped out 
and borrowed ſome. on purpoſe from a neighbour. 
The Major with much apparent gratitude accepted 
che offer, and promiſed to return the money when 


the hats came home. ET 
He then requeſted Mr. F. to call a coach. — 


One came to the door, which he did not like; he 


therefore ſtepped out, and choſe one which was 
extremely remarkable in its conſtruction, and ſo 


politely took leave of the tradeſman. 


The fraud was ſoon diſcovered, as Mr. R- 


knew nothing of the Major. Mr. F. much 125 


grined at che duplicity of the artful fellow, and ac- 
tuated 


— ES 
” — —ꝛ— — ee han ANTE 


1 : _ 8 ” 77 — 8 8 : 
——— - Is — c 3 * 
* — A as — oy + - — N * 
VERS. — — ——— WE Lear 8 2 as 7 — rf Ad. . ” 
A - — S ** N < * 4 me —— 
— - EO... x2 s — wn} 2 - 1 * * l : . - 
. — — 4 9 e 1 0 - 22 cos er - t „ 2 - 
1 n * a - 8 * p , N . r — — p — — 2 « 
»—< * * — - © * — - 2 SO 4 wa — — N — — = — - — * 2 * . - 1 — * wa . Vo.» < — Y — - 
PF * N n 2 A — . — : > a 5 — 8 8 « n N 0 aL SL . 1 _ — 0 
. N n —— * — on 1 _ 8 * — h - . O03 > » — R _ 0 — > as —_ * * * a 54 K Py 4 
— — — —— i = * 8 a * SAP LI OR 3 ws —__ 2 — — W a— . N. — 90 F — Is — — — 2 SN 7 2 — _ 
— — = 0 8 2 , 1 a 1 
— P — 1 * — - — - — C . — . * ya PT o 1 9 * FR a. * * — was al ar * * * 1 z = — — — — - a — 
— 9 — a . — © ns Alg Ari pod ens es * & = ws * og = W ts et, —— 3 — " 4 — — — — F 
= 4 5 : 0 - —— — — 6 ' K s - rrp "229 LOBESES * - _ . MEA» — — IR i , ———— OS 5 66 
pe l ; 1 60 W + os — — 3 q , N 8 . N r —— = — — 
> * 2 oe Lars 7 * «+ 2 * — — — eee 2 . ny — - "HE" 1 — — 
2 „ * _ 7 4 * — . 
4 oo Deer * — * * — in — = - — — 
: < . N Ws 8 : ” * 2 
— ” 


3 SEEDS: cf — — 
_ — — — = 


tuated by a zeal for the public welfare, which re- 
dounds much to his credit and honour, reſolved 


to ſpare no pains or colt to bring ſuch a miſcreant, 


who without remorſe could proceed in his depre- 


dations on the E to Juſtice, and the thame 


which he deſerved. 
He appriſed the magiſtrates of Bow- nude 
through whom ſo many offenders are deteQed, 


and the haunts of ſuch peſts in ſociety found out. 
In fine, he determined to uſe every effort in his 
pover, and take every prudent ſtep which the in- 


genuity of man could ſugg gelt to elk. his pur- | 
pole. 
With an ancariiielied perſeverance, he purſued 

from place to place this obnovious offender. No 


tag, turned out in a royal chaſe, was ever more 


ardently or cloſely purſued by hunters, than the 
Major was by the hatter. Yet he gained ground, 
{kipped over the lawns, hid himſelf in the thickets, 
and tried all his ſkill to clude the eager purſuer. = 
But Mr. F. proved ſteady to his purpoſe, being 


_ reſolutely bent on the chace, which in the end was 


a wocful hunting indeed to the poor Major ; who, 
driven out of all his refuges in the city and its 
ſuburbs, attempted to foothe the ſoul of his ſol- 


lower, by a ſubmiſſive pathetic epiſtle. 


He declared to Mr. F. that he was well aware | 
of his purſuit, and entreated him to give it over. 
Ile declared that he was actually the character 


which he repreſented, an oißcer in the Emprels's 
ſervice. 
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ſervice. He then mentioned his honoured father, 


far diſtant in the country, who was a gentleman of 
vaſt property, ſtrict honour, and would be much 
hurt in his feelings for his ſon, if the dignity of his 
houſe was degraded by a proſecution. He pled 


preſent poverty, promiſed to refund the money, 


and make every matter perfectly agreeable. to Mr. 


F. if he would allow him a little time. 


But all this, and much more, could not move 


the conſtant mind of Mr. F. who by no means 


conſidered ſo nefarious a character as meriting the 
leaſt mixture of mercy. Mercy to ſuch a man, fo 


ſituated, muſt be miſanthropy to all mankind. 
At length the huntſman gained a view of the 
fugitive. He ſaw the Major, one day, in a car- 


| Triage, in a public ſtreet, near the centre of the 


city, in the identical coach which he choſe when 


he obtained the money. Mr. F. called out to the 
driver to ſtop; but the fellow, who well knew 
whom he was driving, having carried him often to 
all forts of places but churches and chapels, would 


not halt, but whipped on the horles, and drove 
away as faſt as he could. 

Still, however, Mr. F. chaced our hero, and 
traced the coach as far as Fenchurch-ſtreet. Here 


the coach being ſtopped by accident in its progrels, 
the Major, as the laſt effort in his power, leaped 


from his feat, and ſprang into the banking- houſe 
.of Mr. Hankey, 
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He ran behind a counter, fell on his knees, and 

moſt ardently implored protection of Smith the 

porter ; alluring him that his father, a great gentle- 

man in the country, would well reward him for his 
humanity. 

Being aſked the cauſe of bis perturbation and 
trembling, he declared that the bailifls were in 
_ loſe purſuit, and if they found him, and caſt him 
into priſon, he vould never be luffered to come 
out alive. 
When he bebeld the mob at the Have: for the 
huntſman and his hounds had regained the ſcent, 
he attempted to ruſh up ſtairs, but was prevented 
by the portes and delivered up to the mercy of 
Mr. F. who thruſt him into a coach, and took him 
before a magiſtrate. After examining a number of 
people, who charged the Major with frauds, he 
vas committed to Newgate, for trial at the enſuing 

telnons at the Old Batley. | 
On the laſt day of that ſeſſion, the Major, being 
brought to the bar, pled by counſel the informa- 
lity of the indictment which Mr. F. had preferred 
againſt him, and moving that the trial might be 
poſtponed till the next ſeſſians. The court grant- 
ed the requeſt in all the charges, and the priſoner 
was returned to his former place, to be tried when 
the court ſhould-r next tit, 


CHAP. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Obſervations on Magiſtrates. —The humane Recorder 

 contrafled with his Predeceſſors.— Our Hero ſet to 
the Bar. Account of his Tral. Ae is found wy 
of a capital Offence. 


Ir is obſervable, that men in power, who have 
long been in the executive department of the 
4 mercileſs ſtern law,” in time grow callous in their 
minds, and cruel in their deportment, to culprits 
ander their immediate dominion. A thouſand in- 
ſtances might eaſily be produced to prove this pro- 
poſition. The veteran magiſtrates of Middleſex 
are ſevere to a proverb, and moſt priſoners would 
much rather be taken before a city Alderman, or 
tried at the Old Bailey, than face a juſtice of Bow- 
reet, or appear at the bar of the county ſeſſion- 
| houſe. 

It was ſaid by an accurate obſerver of human 
nature, that no man ought to be Recorder of Lon- 
don above three years; becauſe, by frequent uſage 
to ſcenes of wickedneſs, difplayed by the report of 
witnefles, his mind is apt to harden, ard become 

unfeeling, when real innocent diſtreſs preſents itſelf. 
Sir William Moreton (to go back no further) might 
have been humane when he was elected to that of. 
hice, but he long was a miſanthropiſt before he died. 
| | Unbappy 


Unhappy was it for the priſoner when the hour of 


dinner drew nigh. He often ſent a poor pilferer 
to America, that the diſhes might not cool, and as 


frequently hanged the wretch, that. himſelf and the | 


Jury might dine. | 

We fear his immediate ſucceſſor was not quite 
free from this general charge, and even the patrio- 
tic Glyne himſelf altered more than the laws of the 
Medes and Perſians in this reſpect, and ſwerved 


from the path of philanthropy. as he grew old in 


_ office. 
But as there 1s no lc ſo 1 as not to 


meet an exception, ſo in the preſent caſe. James 


Adair, Eſq. Serjeant at law, amply furniſhes us 
with this happy exception. This gentleman has 
been near SEVEN YEARS In the office of Recorder, 


and yet to this moment remains as merciful a judge 


as ever ſat on the bench at the Old Bailey. The 


priſoner before him needs no other advocate to 


plead his cauſe, if the nature of his caſe by any means 


will admit of an advocate at all. Humanity pre- 
vails in every queſtion, and clemency conſtantly 


pervades his conduct to the criminal; and, even 


after guilt has been pronounced in court, he ever 
wiſhes to mingle mercy with judgement. 

An act of greater mercy than ſtrict juſtice, we 
noticed in the caſe of Mr. S 


quirk in law, exhibited by the prifoner's counſel, 


Mr. Agar. He argued, that the real lubſtantix e 


namo 


le, whoſe trials, 
the laſt ſcſhon, were poſtponed through a mere 
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name of S——le ought, though it did not, to have FR 
precedeed al all the benched or fictitious names laid 
in the ſeveral indictments. This plea, quibbling as 
it was, the humane Recorder readily admitted, 


though the mode of laying theſe bills exatlly ac- 


corded with the practice of the court. 
By this manœuvre our hero gained time, and a 


removal from imminent danger, even but for a few . 


weeks, is deſireable to one in his dreadful predica- 
ment; who, labouring with a conſciouſneſs of guilt, 
eagerly wants to put off the evil day. But, as has 
often been ſaid, „Though hand j Jan in hand, the 
« wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed.” Juſtice may 


have leaden heels, ur ſhe has ſure ſteps. 


On the ſecond day of the ſeſſions, which begun 
Auguſt goth, one John Watſon, of our hero's 
fraternity, was capitally convicted of an offence 
Ac, in the the caſe of the un- 
fortunate baker, as before related; which we hope 
will have 1ts due operation on the minds of the 


numerous {windlers about this metropolis. 


The 2d of September proved © the great, the 
« jmportant day,” of our hero. He was again put 
to the bar, arraigned on ſeveral indittments, and 
pled not guilly te all. Several charges on which he 


was tried proving ineffectual to convict him, he 


was tried on another of a more capital nature. 
The priſoner was indicted by name of James 
George Semple, otherwiſe Harrold, otherwiſe Ken— 


nech, tor having feloniouily ſtolen a poſt-chaiſe, of 


the 


CO}. 
the value of fifty pounds, the property of John 


Licett, in the county of Middleſex. 


It appeared from the evidence of Mr. Licett, 
who is a coach -· maker in Whitechapel, that the pri- 
ſoner came to him by the name of Major Harrold, 


as recommended from the Saracen's Head, to hire 
a poſt-chaiſe for a week. This he readily obtain- 
ed, and agreeing to pay fix ſhillings far diem, im- 


mediately depoſited the money. 


Accordingly the Majar was away a whole week; 
but how he occupied thoſe ſeven days we can only 


judge from appearances and analogy. He return- 
ed july the 17th, 1786, ſeemed very briſk and 
brilliant, informed the maſter that he ſhould ſoon 
want to take a northern tour, hoped his terms in 
future would be more reaſonable, and ordered him 


to fit up a chaiſe with every IgE: conve- 


nience imaginable. 


Mr. Liſett agreed to lett che Major a carriage, 


thus fitted up, for five ſhillings a day, requiring 
him to pay for the extra Expences, for which he 
_ depoſited ten pounds. 


On the firſt of September, our hero ſent horſes 


from the Saracen's Head, and ſet out on his j journey, 


driven by one Deacon, the poſt-boy at the above 

inn; who leaving his maſter at Uxbridge with the 

chaiſe, returned to town with the horſes. 
Thus far and no father, are we able to trace the 


Major in his northern tour. Mr. Licett ſaw him 


m more till in cuſtody when taken by Mr. Feltham, 
= and 
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and never to the preſent moment has been able to 
caſt his eyes on the chaiſe. 
One Marchant, Mr. Licett's ſervant, proved the 
delivery of the chaiſe to the Major, ſpeaking with 
great preciſion; and the above poſt- driver confirm- 
ed the evidence of the ſervant; proving alſo that 
he drove the priſoner to Uxbridge, and left the ve- 
hicle in his poſſeſſion. 
Mr. Garrow was counſel for the priſoner, and | 
croſs- examined the proſecutor and witneſſes with 
great accuracy; but were this gentleman leſs eager 
and keen on ſuch occaſions, e his x end would 
be better anſwered. 
The Recorder in this epi caſe called up ) all 
his philanthropy, and ſtrove to impreſs humanity on 
the minds of the Jury, where he ſuppoſed a doubt 
might eaſily ariſe with regard to the evidence of a 
witneſs. The gentlemen, however, having duly 
conſidered the caſe, after a conſultation of near 
half an hour, pronounced the priſoner Gu1LTy. 
The Mayor's defence turned upon his having 
only h:red the chaiſe, and having depoſited the 


money required for the alterations in the carriage. 


But this was not a purchaſe, and he had no right 
to diſpoſe of the chaiſe. That his intent was never 
to return it, 1s apparant from his after condutt. 
In Sept. 1779, one Pierce was tried at the Old 
5 Bailey for obtaining a horſe, under falſe pretences, 
and afterwards ſelling it for his own uſe. The jury 

found him guilty ; but the caſe being new, it was 

E „ 
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left to the deciſion of the Judges, who confitmed 


the verdiR, on the ground of the felonious intention 
of the priſoner, and he received ſentence of death. 
He was afterwards reſpited, and being ſet at liberty 


by the rioters the ſummer following, received a free 
pardon on EY himſelf to me las of bis 


country- n e © 
We 3 now purſued] our hero to the Jaft 155 


; What remains we leave to the clemency of a Prince 
| who delights in the God-like attribute of mercy. 
Mean while, let others be cautioned by this exam- 
ple; and let thoſe who have heedleſsly ſwerved 
from the right way return, Jo that iniquity may not 
5 prove their ruin; remembering, that « Wifdom's $ 
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